
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
TEACHES HARMFUL MESSAGES

Parents are 
bad, school is 
safe

Strong family 
connections are 
key to child safety 
and wellbeing1

Expect 
violence

Emphasis on 
violence
increases 
fear and  
reduces 
resilience

Why it matters:

Why it matters:

Dads are 
especially bad

boys who 
witness their  
father use 
violence against 
their mother…2

Not too young 
for explicit 
content

Exposing children 
to content and 
concepts before 
they are ready is 
harmful 

Why it matters:

Content included in learning 
activities for 10-12 year olds:

Concepts of violence in 
Level 5-6 materials

(word count)

Boys are stigmatised, 
girls are victimised

Children shown 
as perpetrators 
of physical 
violence to 
other children

Children shown as 
victims of physical 
violence from 
other children

Boys Girls

VictimsPerpetrators

Parent

Teacher

Parent

Teacher

For tools and 
info visit our 
website 

TAKE 
ACTION

YOU ARE THE EXPERT ON 
YOUR CHILD

at the content

your child 

is taught

boundaries
for teaching 
your child

school which 
content is off limits 

for your child

Set TellLook

Teachers help
more than parents

Parents are the 
cause of problems

Adult in activities that can 
help

Adult in scenarios that 
causes child’s problem

Are these 
appropriate 
for your 
10-12 year 
old?

LEVEL 5-6
(10-12 years old)

VICTORIA

NegativeViolent

Portrayals of fathers 

What is the school based program promoting ‘respect’ really teaching?

stopgendereducation.au

http://www.stopgendereducation.au/


Respectful Relationships 
is a wide-scale social 
experiment

There is no evidence that 
Respectful Relationships Education 
reduces violent behaviour19

1,950+ schools
Government, Catholic
and independent schools 
have signed on to the 
whole school Respectful 
Relationships program

OF GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOLS100%

Respectful Relationships Progress17

Respectful Relationships promotes an agenda12 aimed at 
disrupting13 cultural norms14 and shaping young minds15

to fit an activist vision of change16

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
BEHIND THE LABELS

References [1] Department of Health and Human Services Victoria (2016) Roadmap for Reform: strong families, safe children The first steps [2] RRRR 
Teaching Materials Level 5-6 (2018), p92 [3] RRRR Teaching Materials Level 3-4 (2018), p70 [4] RRRR Teaching Materials Level 3-4 (2018), p70 [5] RRRR 
Teaching Materials Level 1-2 (2018), p54 [6] RRRR Teaching Materials Level 5-6 (2018), p72 [7] RRRR Teaching Materials Level 5-6 (2018), p72 [8] RRRR 
Teaching Materials Level 5-6 (2018), p75-79 [9] RRRR Teaching Materials Level 5-6 (2018), p70 [10] RRRR Teaching Materials Level 5-6 (2018), p70 [11]
RRRR Teaching Materials Level 3-4 (2018), p70 [12] Cahill, H (2015) p139 [13] Cahill, H. (2016) p227 [14] Pfitzner et al (2022) p20 [15] Our Watch (2021) 
p15 [16] Pfitzner et al (2022) P47 [17] Respectful Relationships Progress Summary, p1 [18] Department of Education and Early Child Development, (2009) 
Respectful Relationships Education, p10 [19] Ibid p 21 [20] Kovalenko et al (2020)

Family violence

prevention

Inc
lus

ion
 &

 
Re

sp
ec

t

Wellbeing

- Respectful Relationships   
Education Victoria (2009)18

Children and young 
people in schools are a 
mass and captive 
audience

Respectful Relationships distorts sex and gender

reduces the importance of physical bodies to isolated & unimportant parts that become optional

presents ‘born in the wrong body’  as a simple solution to body discomfort

creates confusion around sex & gender roles and societal expectations  

Creates gender confusion and shame

TRIVIALISES
PHYSICAL 

REALITY

REINFORCES
NARROW 

GENDER ROLES

PROMOTES
GENDER 

CONFUSION

“female body parts” 3

“male body parts” 4

“body parts you were 
born with” 5

boys are violent 6

girls are victims 7

emphasises gender
Inequality 8

“born into the wrong body” 9

how you feel is reality 10

gender is like “differences 
in fashion” 11

Respectful Relationships impacts all 
Victorian Children

There is evidence that violence 
prevention programs can 
increase perpetration and 
victimisation rates20

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/rr-progress-summary.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiqlZjIu6iAAxXfb2wGHQmbAz0QFnoECBQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fis.vic.edu.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F09%2Frespectful-relationships-wfxlulqabiws.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3PWikjmMbnjWWUgmhyPTea&opi=89978449

